
You Are the Solution to Stormwater Pollution! 

What you should know 
about… 

   Wetlands 

 

 Stormwater sponges that soak up 

the “first flush” of rain running across the 
ground. This takes stress off our 
waterways by reducing the energy and 
volume of the water, helping to reduce 
localized flooding. 

 A food source that not only feeds 

the wildlife that calls it home but also for 
humans. We get cranberries, wild rice, 
some fruits, and nuts along with fish, 
game, and waterfowl from wetland 
habitats.  

 Filters that process sediment and 

contaminant-rich stormwater, and allow 
the solids to settle out of the water 
column. The soils and plants of the 
wetland are filters producing cleaner 
water. 

 Areas of groundwater recharge 
as they are the vertical channels that 
connect the surface to the underground 
storage areas (aquifers).  

Wetlands are... 

 

A Reference Guide 

for Residents 

WETLAND 
CONSERVATION 
Our understanding of wetlands’ role in 
water quality was not always known. For 
decades, they were drained to create space 
for a growing population. However, 
farmland is now being restored back to 
wetlands throughout the Great Lakes 
Watershed Area to help protect water 
quality.  

Wetlands are not only important habitats for 
a large variety of animal and plant life, but 
are also a vital resource that helps to filter 
stormwater pollutants out of our waterways.  

The loss of wetlands removes natural 
protection against flooding downstream and 
leaves the water with higher nutrient and 
sediment contents due to its inability to 
settle in fast-moving streams. Without 
wetlands, sediment-laden water carries 
other pollutants, unfiltered, into the rivers, 
lakes, and groundwater. Without our 
wetlands, ideal conditions and ample 
nutrient sources for noxious Blue-green 
algae form. 
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Phosphorus is a limiting factor, 
meaning the growth of algae is more 

dependent on the amount of available 
phosphorus than any other contributing 

factor. 

Wetland plants help to absorb or bond 
excess nutrients, heavy metals and other 
compounds, removing them from the flow 

of water. 

This process is a strategy and a field of 
study known as  “phytoremediation.” 

Using wetland 
strategies as tools:   
Although not technically wetlands, we 
employ elements of wetlands in the 
following strategies: 

 Bioswales for filtering and draining 
open land 

 Filter strips for reducing nutrients 
and sediment from the runoff of farm 
fields 

 Rain gardens for infiltrating and 
filtering stormwater runoff from houses 

Local Wetlands 
 

  Eagle Marsh 
756 acre wetland nature preserve 
that provides habitat for many 
animals, including some of which are 
endangered or species of concern.  
 

  Arrowhead Marsh  
97 acres of wetland near Roanoke, 
Indiana with nearly 2 miles of hiking 
trails! 
 

  Little River Landing 
53 acre preserve between the Little 
River and Wabash River near 
Huntington, Indiana.  
 

  Pigeon River Fen 

15 acres of protected wetland in 
LaGrange County that was added to 
Mongo Fen Nature Preserve in 1999.  

  Loblolly Marsh  
5 landowners put 410 acres into a 
Wetland Reserve Program to restore 
the wetlands in 1992. 
 

    Camp Scott 
Fort Wayne City Utilities created this 
wetland to treat and store stormwater 
near McMillen Park.  
 

Great Black Swamp 
Historically, this was a network of 
wetlands in the Maumee River Basin 
that covered roughly 1500 square 
miles. Today most has been drained. 

HOW DO I KNOW IF MY LAND 
HAS WETLANDS?  
Wetlands are determined by carefully 
examining a site for wetland indicators. In 
order to be determined a wetland, an area 
must have all three of the following:  
 

1. Hydrophytic vegetation (plants adapted 
for wet conditions)  

2. Hydric soils (soils typically formed under 
wet conditions) 

3. Hydrology indicators (surface water or 
waterlogged soils for a period of time) 

 

In order to know if you have a wetland 
on your property or to determine the exact 
boundaries of a wetland, you must hire a 
wetland or environmental consultant to 
conduct a wetland delineation on the 
property.  
 

If you wish to alter a wetland, you must first 
obtain a permit from the necessary state 
and federal agencies.  

For more information about wetland permits, 
contact IDEM at (800)451-6027 or visit 

www.wetlands.IN.gov. 
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WHAT IS A WETLAND?  
Wetlands come in many different sizes and 

types, but in general, have (1) dominance 

of water-loving plants which can live in 

water or wet soil (2) are wet, flooded, or 

saturated for part of the year (3) have soils 

which have formed under wet conditions.   

An area can be a wetland and not look like 

one because wetlands aren’t usually wet 

year-round. In fact, some wetlands never 

have standing water in them!  

http://www.wetlands.IN.gov

