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Drain 
Introduction

To maintain environmental integrity,

Congress passed the Clean Water Act in

1972 and made later amendments in 1977

and 1987. U.S. federal law regulates the

discharge of pollutants into the nation's

surface waters, including lakes, rivers,

streams, wetlands, and coastal areas. To

learn more about this Clean Water Act,

please visit

https://www.epa.gov/npdes.

Your assistance is needed to keep our

streams and rivers healthy. Healthy

waterways can supply clean water for

drinking, agriculture, recreation, and

industry while providing habitat for

aquatic animals, such as fish and

invertebrates.

Storm drains transport stormwater and

pollutants straight to waterways without

being treated. Improper disposal of

household hazardous waste, such as

paint, motor oil, antifreeze, and

pesticides can seriously damage the

water quality in local streams and

negatively impact wildlife habitats in our

area.

Additionally, nonpoint source pollution, or

pollution carried by stormwater runoff

from the land surfaces, can pick up yard

debris, street litter, pet wastes, and other

pollutants into storm drains.

Welcome to Allen County Partnership for Water Quality's
Adopt-A-Drain program. The primary goal of this activity is
to help improve stormwater quality while decreasing the
risk of erosion and localized flooding in your
neighborhood.
You will have the opportunity to clean and mark storm
drains while learning about the negative impacts of urban
stormwater on water quality for neighbors downstream.
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Thank you, 
City of Bloomington Utilities, 

for sharing your materials
with us so we could create

our Adopt-a-Drain program.

Clean Water Act Storm Drains



Stormwater
Quality
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Stormwater quality refers to what is in
the water and affects our daily lives.
There are two pollutant types in
stormwater: point source and non-
point source.

75% of pollutants are
considered to be Non-

point Source.
Non-point Source pollution enters our
waters from many nonspecific sources.
Rainwater carrying pollutants from land
surfaces such as farmland, construction
sites, lawns, school playgrounds, yards, or
parking lots causes nonpoint source
pollution.

This type of pollution is difficult to control
and regulate. Each time it rains, runoff from
the landscape picks up litter, motor oil, pet
wastes, gasoline, car wash water, excess
fertilizers and pesticides, leaves, and grass
clippings, reaching our waterways through
the use of storm drains.
 

pn

25% of pollutants are
considered to be Point

Source.
Point source pollution comes from a specific
source. For example, a pipe discharging a
substance from a factory into a stream is
point source pollution. The source of the
pollution is known, and the polluter is easy to
identify. Regulations have been put into
place to limit point source pollution.

Point Source
25%

Nonpoint Source
75%

Photo courtesy of City of Goshen
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City of Bloomington Utilities, 

for sharing your materials
with us so we could create

our Adopt-a-Drain program.



Cleaning
Procedure

Procedure to Adopt-A-Drain 
The following is a step-by-step process of signing up for Adopt-a-Drain!

Signing Up
Step 1: Choose a drain or drains to adopt.
If you have a storm drain(s) in or near your yard, it would be an ideal candidate for you to
adopt.

Step 2: Obtain permission to adopt the storm drain.
Most storm drains are on public property and in the Right-of-Way. If the storm drains are on
private property, obtain permission from the property owner.

Step 3: Fill out the Adopt-A-Drain form.
To find the electronic Adopt-A-Drain form, visit acwater.org. If a hard copy is required, contact
us.

Step 4: Read the Adopt-A-Drain Cleaning procedure.
If you have questions after reading the procedure page, contact us at (260) 740-9399.

Step 5: Obtain Supplies
Supplies:
· Safety vest
· Gloves
· Closed-toe shoes
· Grabbers
· Shovels
· Trash bags

See Adopt-A-Drain Coordinator for:
· Storm drain marker(s) and glue 
· Yard sign 
· Brochures to hand out 
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Thank you, 
City of Bloomington Utilities, 

for sharing your materials
with us so we could create

our Adopt-a-Drain program.



Debris, such as grass clippings or sand, are filling the inside of the storm drain.
If the storm drain needs attention immediately, such as a fuel spill entering the system or illegal dumping.

How many times you have cleaned the storm drain.
Type of material present and how much there is of it in weight.
Let us know if the inside of the storm drain is full of debris or needs maintenance. Remember, you are only cleaning
the debris from the outside of the storm drain!

Step 1: Check weather conditions.
During the late Fall, Spring, and early Summer months, storm drains may need to be cleaned more frequently due to
seasonal debris. Check the radar, and pick a day that works best for you.

Step 2: Follow safety precautions.
Wear your protective equipment (safety vest, gloves, and close-toed shoes), and be sure not to stand on the road.

Step 3: Clean the Storm Drain.
Clear the storm drain of accumulated natural debris by picking it up and spreading it thinly on the yard or disposing of it
in the trash along with any litter. At this point, note the amount, type, and weight of the material removed and report
them on the quarterly form.
PLEASE NOTE: You are only responsible for removing debris from the TOP of the storm drain grate.
Contact us if:

Note: It is not uncommon to come across hypodermic syringes in the course of area cleanups. For information on best
practices for disposing of syringes or other “sharps,” please visit Allen County Department of Environmental Management
at acwastewatcher.org.
 
Step 4: Dispose of materials. 
Sort and dispose of the cleared material as applicable — trash, recycling, and composting

Step 5: Fill out the Report form.
To find the Adopt-A-Drain form visit acwater.org. Quarterly reports should include:

Thank you, 
City of Bloomington Utilities, 

for sharing your materials
with us so we could create

our Adopt-a-Drain program.

Cleaning the Storm Drain
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Cleaning
Procedure
Continued
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Dispose of litter correctly. 
Man-made litter and natural materials,
such as leaves and grass, can pollute
stormwater. Properly dispose of these
materials to prevent pollution downstream.  

Pollution
Prevention 7

Correctly use lawn chemicals.
Use fertilizer, pesticides, and herbicides as
directed by the product instructions. Be
sure to check the weather forecast to
ensure that a rainstorm will not wash off
your chemicals. Better yet, do not use any
at all.

Properly dispose of HHW.
Household hazardous waste (HHW) is
unwanted products that contain
ingredients that require special care upon
disposal to protect the health of our
environment. To learn how to dispose of
unwanted materials, visit
acwastewatcher.org.
Wash cars responsibly.  
Wash your car at a carwash or in a grassy
area to ensure that your wash water does
not drain into waterways, taking detergent,
sediment, and chemicals from your car.

Pick up after pets. 
Pick up after your pet to ensure extra
nutrients and bacteria do not wash into
waterways. Dispose of it in the trash to
safeguard the health of your neighbors and
local wildlife.

Plant native plants.
Native plants have a complex root system
that helps rainwater to infiltrate the soil,
reducing runoff.

Increase permeable surfaces. 
Impermeable surfaces increase the volume
of stormwater entering waterways that
create conditions for the erosion of
riverbanks.

Irrigate responsibly.
Established lawns require about 1 inch of
water per week. Overwatering your lawn
can cause runoff and wastewater.

Maintain septic tanks. 
Septic systems should be inspected at least
every three years and pumped every 3-5
years by a professional to ensure it is
working correctly.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Regularly maintain your car.
Regular maintenance of your vehicle
ensures that it is properly working and not
leaking fluids on the road.

10.
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